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eign.88 It places faith in the category of sin, and
examines dogma only to reject it. For in that
desire for investigation lies the yearning for
novelty, and the distrust of existing things, as is
instanced in the manner in which one whom De
Maistre signalises as perhaps the most odious of
the Revolutionists, Oondorcet, was the eager friend
of reform.39 It is the sans-culottisme of religion.
It is inferior as a political system even to pagan-
ism or to the theories of Mahomet which realised
the necessity of dogma and faith.40 It has taken
the security of the State to cast it heedlessly
among the multitude.
The criticism has at any rate the merit of certi-
tude and it is also the logical result of his beliefs.
For when he had based his monarchy on miracle,
De Maistre had in fact placed it beyond the reach
of argument, and his salvation must find itself
in a political theory in which reason was but a
secondary consideration. The necessities of his
outlook are clear. He has his organic state, of
which the nature and origins are alike enwrapped
in mystery. He has asserted the need of corporate
government which can not, in its turn, exist without
sovereignty. For there is no adequate rule that
is not absolute. If it is said that absolutism is
bound to issue in injustice, he will retort that
injustice is at the basis of life. It is upon sacrifice
**Ibid., p. 227.
39 Ibid., p. 542.
*> Ibid., p. 547.